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Title I, and competitive grants. These 
communities simply do not have the 
tax base and the access to grant writ-
ers that some of their bigger urban 
counterparts do. In addition, the for-
mulas are skewed in some cases to 
strike against rural areas even if they 
have a high poverty quotient. 

H.R. 2 successfully, although not 
completely, addresses this problem by 
including a rural schools initiative 
that will provide additional flexibility 
and funds for those underserved popu-
lations. 

I hope that all of my colleagues can 
join together and support this great 
piece of legislation. 

Mr. CLAY. Madam Chairman, I yield 
31⁄2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. BONIOR). 

Mr. BONIOR. Madam chairman, I 
thank the gentleman from Missouri, 
my ranking member, for his time. 

Madam Chairman, I want to say at 
the beginning how much I appreciate 
the efforts by the gentlewoman from 
Hawaii (Mrs. MINK) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
and the gentlewoman from California 
(Ms. SANCHEZ) and my distinguished 
colleague on the other side of the aisle, 
the gentlewoman from Maryland (Mrs. 
MORELLA) and for their amendment; 
and that is the issue to which I would 
like to speak for just a second, Madam 
Chairman. 

Their voices on this issue will and 
have made an enormous difference, not 
just in this Congress, but in the lives of 
young girls who will grow up to be 
women and leaders in their commu-
nities for decades and generations to 
come. 

This amendment that they are offer-
ing reaffirms our commitment, our Na-
tion’s commitment to offer girls equal 
educational opportunities from the day 
they start school. That is when the dif-
ference has to be made, right out of the 
box, right from the beginning. 

This amendment will provide impor-
tant training and resources for our 
teachers so that they are aware of 
their need to be equitable in how they 
pursue their educational instructions 
in the classroom. 

Different expectations lead to dif-
ferent academic performances. So if a 
girl in the classroom is not expected to 
excel in math or in science, which leads 
to careers that are lucrative in terms 
of their financial ability and are pro-
ductive and are important in terms of 
the overall community, if they are not 
expected to excel in those areas, they 
will not excel in those areas. 

So the attitude that is brought into 
the classroom by the teacher is crit-
ical, and that requires training and un-
derstanding. 

Over time, if this is not done, what 
we have is a situation which leads to 
inequality and then just enormous 
missed opportunities later on for these 
girls and then eventually women. With 

training, teachers could learn to get 
the most out of every student regard-
less of their gender. 

Then, fourthly, let me just say that 
this amendment will help America 
close an alarming gender gap between 
boys and girls in technology: math, 
science, but also in technology. Ex-
perts predict that 65 percent of all the 
jobs in the year 2010 will require tech-
nological skills, but only a small per-
centage of girls take computer science 
classes or go on to pursue degrees in 
math and science. If girls are not being 
encouraged in these fields, they and 
their families are, as I said, going to 
suffer economically in the future. 

In conclusion, Madam Chairman, let 
me just say that it used to be said that 
teachers can change lives with just the 
right mix of chalk and challenges. 
Well, in today’s high-tech world, the 
challenges are there, but the chalk is 
not enough. 

This amendment will put resources 
into our schools that will pay dividends 
for generations to come. It will create 
a sensitivity. It will create a training. 
It will create an aura that girls can do 
anything they set their minds to do. 
They can be challenged. They can meet 
that challenge. They can grow up with 
careers that will provide them, their 
families, and their communities great, 
not only challenge, but reward in the 
future. 

I want to thank the gentlewoman 
from Hawaii (Mrs. MINK) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. CLAY), the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
BONIOR), the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. ROEMER), and all my colleagues 
who have worked on this legislation. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee will 
rise informally. 

The Speaker pro tempore (Mr. OSE) 
assumed the chair. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman 
Williams, one of his secretaries. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Committee will resume its sitting. 

f 

STUDENT RESULTS ACT OF 1999 

The Committee resumed its sitting. 
Mr. CLAY. Madam Chairman, I have 

no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GOODLING. Madam Chairman, I 
yield myself 41⁄2 minutes, the balance of 
the time. 

Madam Chairman, I am extremely 
happy that this is not a status quo 
piece of legislation. We have had status 
quo in this program for the first 20 
years of this program, and it was a dis-
aster. In 1994, we added a little bit of 
accountability. We are not sure what 
that brought us yet. We will find that 
out after the studies are done by the 

Department as to how they messed up 
the scoring on the tests. 

I am also pleased that this has been 
a bipartisan effort, as most of our edu-
cation bills have. I am happy to say 
that, so far, we passed the Flexibility 
Act in a bipartisan fashion. I am happy 
to say that we passed the Teacher Em-
powerment Act in a bipartisan fashion. 
The bipartisan Teacher Empowerment 
Act takes care of the class size reduc-
tion problem. The tax bill takes care of 
the building problem. I am happy that 
all of those have been passed out of our 
committee and on the floor of the 
House. 

I am happy to say that, when we get 
to the amendment process, we will 
model all the preschool programs that 
they talk about after a program that 
has worked. It is called Even Start. We 
will make sure that, as a matter of 
fact, that is the model. 

I think we better be careful about in-
creasing funds. Generally, if you failed 
for a period of time, they say, okay, 
show us what you are going to do to be 
successful, and then we will see wheth-
er you are successful, and then we will 
determine whether you should receive 
considerably more money. 

I am sure that, by the time we imple-
ment this and it is in vogue for a cou-
ple of years, we will be able to go to 
the appropriators and say look how 
successful we have been, and they will 
be very happy to increase funds. 

So when we get to the amendment 
process, we will all have different ideas 
of how we make this bill better. I have 
heard the subcommittee ranking mem-
ber say that on many occasions, and I 
always say, ‘‘but that means we have 
to do it your way.’’ So we will see how 
that process goes. 

But to this point, we have had a won-
derful time. We had a horrible 4-day 
markup. But everybody had an oppor-
tunity to vent their emotions and 
whatever else they were doing at that 
particular time. The end result will be 
that the most disadvantaged young-
sters, the children who need us the 
most, will benefit from this program. 
They will not continue to be left be-
hind. We cannot afford to leave them 
behind. 

Mr. MANZULLO. Madam Chairman, I reluc-
tantly rise today to express my concerns about 
the Student Results Act, H.R. 2. 

The proponents of this bill attempt to ac-
complish many positive reforms to several fed-
eral education programs, such as reinforcing 
parental rights in the bilingual education pro-
gram; offering school choice, if states want it, 
for students in low performing schools; and 
changing the poverty threshold requirement for 
school-wide program eligibility. 

However, while I believe this legislation is 
well intended, I am deeply concerned by this 
bill’s overstepping of the authority of the fed-
eral government. Just because the federal 
government is responsible for about 6 percent 
of a state’s (or local district’s) total education 
budget, it appears that some of my colleagues 
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